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Bury The 

Hatchet  

  

 After a dispute involving an Indian tribe(s) 

and peace talks would begin, it is said that there 

would be a ceremony in which a hatchet would be 

buried. This action signified the end of the dispute 

and peace between the two sides. The weapon would 

no longer be needed.  

 Today, the phrase “bury the hatchet” is 

commonly used in reference to people ending 

disputes and choosing to make peace. It has the sense 

of moving on from conflict. The time for fighting has 

ended and now it is time to move past the conflict in 

a way that is beneficial for both sides. 

 Unfortunately, “hatchets” are used in many 

ways against people today. While some are used to 

harm people physically, many others are used to 

harm them emotionally or spiritually. So, many 

relationships are broken or impeded due to these 

“hatchets.” 

 You have likely been on both sides of this 

kind of conflict. You have likely both been harmed 

by some of these “hatchets” and harmed others with 

some “hatchets” yourself. Just think about someone 

you have an ongoing conflict or sense of hostility 

with. Perhaps you are the one with hard feelings 

toward the other. Perhaps someone else has hard 

feelings toward you. Perhaps the hard feelings are 

mutual. 

 These conflicts can exist in many different 

relationships. Maybe it is a physical neighbor. 

Maybe it is a co-worker or classmate. Maybe it is 

someone you have done business with. Maybe it is a 

former friend. Maybe it is a distant relative. Maybe 

it is a parent or child. Maybe it is a spouse. Maybe it 

is a brother or sister in Jesus Christ. 

 Regardless of who it is in your life, you need 

to consider that God wants you to bury all of your 

“hatchets” that you have used against other people in 

the past. Then, He wants you to be an active 

participant in the peace-making process – even when 

others have hurt you in the past. Fortunately, the 

Bible helps us understand exactly what you should 

do to help bury the “hatchets” that exist in your life 

and end the conflict between yourself and others. 

Hatchets That Need Buried 

 You have probably wielded some kind of 

“hatchet” against another person and contributed to 

some kind of conflict in the past. If so, you need to 

consider the “hatchets” that you have used to hurt 

others and destroy relationships so that you can bury 

them. For, if you never bury the “hatchets” that you 

have used to hurt people in the past, you cannot 

expect others to trust you and want to make peace 

with you. 

Sin 

 Ultimately, sin is involved whenever any 

“hatchet” is used against another. Even the other 

specific applications we will be making involve sin 

in some capacity. Yet, I want you to consider it 

generally here so that you consider some other ways 

people can hurt others. 

 The Bible is full of examples of sin that hurt 

other people. Think about Cain and how his envy 

hurt his brother by killing him. Think about how 

David hurt Uriah through his adultery and eventual 

murder. The simple fact of the matter is that every 

sin you commit that is not exclusively private hurts 

someone.  

 So, whether it is adultery that has hurt your 

spouse. Whether it is stealing that has hurt your 

employer. Whether it is covetousness that has hurt 

your friend. Whether it is intoxication that has hurt 

your family. Whether it is a lack of love that has hurt 

a brother or sister in Christ. All sin must be buried in 

order to end the conflict. It is simply impossible for 
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you to make peace with someone you have hurt 

without stopping the sin that has caused the 

destruction! 

Destructive words 

 One of the most powerful weapons that we 

often use against other people is our words. For 

instance, Romans 3:13-14 says, “’Their throat is an 

open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced 

deceit’; ‘The poison of asps is under their lips’; 

‘Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.’” Or, 

listen to what Job said about the words his friends 

had been speaking to him, in Job 19:2. “How long 

will you torment my soul, And break me in pieces 

with words?” 

 There are many ways you can use your 

tongue to cause strife and hurt other people. You can 

speak against people directly by slandering or 

gossiping about them. You can lie to, manipulate, or 

deceive them. You can insult them. You can flatter 

them. You can speak a judgment that is not true. You 

can speak words that draw others into arguments 

with you.  

 So, no matter how it is that you may have hurt 

another person with your words, you must do 

whatever you can to destroy those kinds of harmful 

words from your life today. Ephesians 4:29 says, 

“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but 

what is good for necessary edification, that it may 

impart grace to the hearers.” Therefore, your words 

must only be used for good from here on out. Only 

words that build people up spiritually are permitted 

to pass through your lips in the future. For, you will 

never be able to resolve past conflicts and prevent 

future ones as long as you are still speaking corrupt 

words! 

Pride 

 Pride gets in the way of how we treat other 

people far too often. We have a way of putting far 

too much importance on ourselves and our own 

opinions. So, we take ourselves far too seriously and, 

as a result, often fail to treat others with the proper 

degree of respect that we should. 

 For instance, Romans 12:16 says, “Be of the 

same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind 

on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not 

be wise in your own opinion.” Everyone has their 

own opinions. Yet, there is a lot of conflict that 

happens in relationships and churches over 

differences in matters of opinion. It is too easy for us 

to think that our opinions are always the right ones 

and disregard the opinions of others. Or, sometimes, 

we just want to put ourselves ahead of others and 

have the most prominent place. 3 John 1:9-11 

provides an example of this in a man named 

Diotrephes. “I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 

who loves to have the preeminence among them, 

does not receive us. Therefore, if I come, I will call 

to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us 

with malicious words. And not content with that, he 

himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids 

those who wish to, putting them out of the church. 

Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is 

good. He who does good is of God, but he who does 

evil has not seen God.” 

 Now, the result of all this pride can be seen in 

Proverbs 16:18. “Pride goes before destruction, And 

a haughty spirit before a fall.” While it is certainly 

true that your pride causes destruction within your 

own life, I want you to think about how your pride 

causes destruction in your relationships. By putting 

yourself forward in prideful ways, you drive wedges 

between yourself and others. You cause other people 

not to feel that they are important to you. You cause 

other people to feel as if their opinions are not good 

for anything. So, in order to seek reconciliation with 

others, you must eliminate pride by having a modest 

estimation of yourself!  

Selfishness 

 Like the previous point, there are many times 

people choose to pursue their own personal interests 

at the expense of hurting other people. In fact, every 

conflict has an element of selfishness to it. These are 

the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and 

the pride of life that are contrary to the ways of God 

(1 John 2:15-17). In any conflict, then, one or more 

of these desires are pursued in such a way that it 

causes another to hurt. 

 Listen to James 4:1-6. “Where do wars and 

fights come from among you? Do they not come 

from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
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members? You lust and do not have. You murder and 

covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you 

do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do 

not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may 

spend it on your pleasures. Adulterers and 

adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with 

the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 

wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 

enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture 

says in vain, ‘The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 

jealously’? But He gives more grace. Therefore He 

says:  ‘God resists the proud, But gives grace to the 

humble.’” 

 James says that every fight and war has 

selfish desires at their core. So, those who create 

conflict do so in order to get what they desire. Their 

personal desires of the moment become more 

important than the people or the relationships they 

will be hurting. Therefore, in order to stop conflict, 

you must eliminate selfishness. You must be humble 

and put others before your own physical desires. 

Divisiveness 

 In connection with all the points that I have 

mentioned up till now, there are some who also 

choose to work to divide people from each other. So, 

it is not enough for them to just harm other people on 

an individual level. Instead, they also work to drive 

wedges between an even greater number of people. 

One way of doing this is to become the object of the 

division. Thus, they put people into a situation in 

which they feel the need to pick sides between 

different people. 

 God recognizes that division is devastating. 

Jesus said, “Every kingdom divided against itself is 

brought to desolation, and a house divided against a 

house falls” (Luke 11:17). So, as a general principle, 

division is not good in any area of life – in 

businesses, in governments, in families, in local 

churches, etc.  

 Therefore, one of the things that God has said 

He hates and is an abomination to Him is “one who 

sows discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:19). God 

does not want anyone working to divide people from 

others, except when teaching people the gospel and 

standing for the truth of God’s word results in 

division. In fact, God has even said (in the context of 

division in the body of Christ), “But avoid foolish 

disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings 

about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. 

Reject a divisive man after the first and second 

admonition, knowing that such a person is warped 

and sinning, being self-condemned” (Titus 3:9-11). 

So, in order for you to put an end to disputes and 

conflict, you must end any divisiveness in your 

conduct by which you are making people pick sides 

among other people (such as the apostle Paul 

condemned in 1 Corinthians 1:10-17). 

How To Bury Hatchets 

 God does not want people to be involved in 

hurting others. And, God wants those who have been 

hurt by others to do their part in being reconciled. In 

fact, God has said, “Pursue peace with all people, and 

holiness, without which no one will see the Lord” 

(Hebrews 12:14). For, God desires people to be 

united in following His truth. Therefore, let’s 

consider some things that are necessary in burying 

hatchets. 

Pray for reconciliation 

 Perhaps the first consideration in seeking 

reconciliation is what you can do to bring about a 

condition of peace where there has been conflict 

previously. But, you must recognize that there are a 

lot of moving pieces in trying to end conflicts and be 

at peace with others. Of course, there are all the 

things that you can control (i.e. your attitude, your 

words, you actions). But, there are also a lot of things 

that you have no control over. Namely, the other 

person also must choose to seek reconciliation. 

 There is no more important step in solving 

your conflict than surrounding the conflict with faith-

filled prayer. For, when James teaches about prayer, 

he teaches you to ask God in faith, with no doubting 

(James 1:5-8). Later, he says, “Confess your 

trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer 

of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16). This 

great power of prayer must never be neglected – not 
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even while you are trying to solve disputes with 

others.  

 Think about how you can use prayer in 

solving conflict. First, you should use prayer as a 

means to confess your sin of contributing to the 

conflict to God. 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our 

sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” As we will 

talk about later, you will never be able to solve 

conflict unless you turn away from the sin you have 

committed. Therefore, you must admit your sin to 

God. 

 Second, you should pray for wisdom to use in 

solving the conflict. James 1:5 says, “If any of you 

lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to 

him.” You will need wisdom in how you should 

approach the other person. You will need wisdom to 

know what you should say and how you should say 

it. Therefore, you should pray to God and ask Him to 

give you the kind of wisdom you will need. 

 Third, even if the other person has acted like 

an enemy toward you, you must pray for him/her. 

Matthew 5:44 says, “But I say to you, love your 

enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those 

who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use 

you and persecute you.” You should want what is 

best for those who have treated you in evil ways 

(especially on a spiritual level). So, you should 

actively pray for things that are in the best interest of 

your enemies. 

 Fourth, you should pray for opportunities to 

teach and unite around God’s word. Colossians 4:2-

4 says, “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant 

in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for 

us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to 

speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in 

chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 

speak.” Since it takes both sides to resolve a conflict, 

you need to pray that God will open the hearts of all 

those involved through the gospel to seek the path 

that He approves. And, you should be praying that 

you have an opportunity to teach them the gospel of 

Christ. 

 Certainly, there are many ways for you to 

harness the power of prayer to help you be reconciled 

to others, according to God’s truth. No area of your 

conflict is unimportant in your prayers. So, whenever 

you are involved in any kind of conflict, never forget 

to pray for every area of that conflict. 

Seek reconciliation 

 It may seem like an oversimplification of a 

problem, but in order to be reconciled to others, you 

have to try. You can’t just wait for the other person 

to come to you or pretend that there is no conflict. 

For, there may be many conflicts today that continue 

because no one is willing to take the first step in 

seeking reconciliation with the other.  

 Yet, here is something that impresses me 

about how the Scriptures teach us to resolve conflict:  

It is your responsibility! No matter whether you 

caused the conflict or not, resolving the conflict is 

your job. This is clear whenever you look at two 

passages. 

 First, consider Matthew 5:23-24. “Therefore 

if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, leave 

your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First 

be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 

offer your gift.” 

 So, if you know that someone has something 

against you, you must not act as if there is no 

problem. Instead, even your worship can be hindered 

whenever you have contributed to conflict! 

Therefore, God gives you the responsibility of going 

to the one who has something against you. Even if 

that person has been unwilling to talk to you about 

the problem, you must go to that person and do your 

best to be reconciled quickly. 

 Second, consider Matthew 18:15-17. 

“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and 

tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he 

hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he 

will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by 

the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may 

be established.’ And if he refuses to hear them, tell it 

to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the 

church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax 

collector.” 

 So, if someone has done something to sin 

against you, you have the responsibility to go to that 
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person. Don’t wait until he/she comes to his/her 

senses and approaches you to ask for forgiveness. 

Instead, you should have enough concern for that 

person’s soul that you go directly to him/her – even 

if the sin that he/she has committed against you has 

caused you to suffer in some way. 

 Therefore, the picture in these two verses is 

for you to go to the other person involved in the 

strife, whether you were the one who caused the 

strife or the one who has been hurt by the strife. Your 

interest in going to the other person must be to work 

out the problems and live in peace. In an ideal 

situation, therefore, both sides in the conflict would 

meet while running to make peace with the other! 

Repentance 

 It should be obvious that you will never be 

able to bury the hatchet with others as long as you are 

still involved in activity that is hurting other people. 

So, if you are guilty of harming another person, you 

must repent of the sin you have committed. Now, 

although the other person may also need to repent of 

sin, you cannot control the actions of the others. 

Therefore, while you should try to bring them to 

repentance (according to Matthew 18:15-17), you 

must determine that you will repent of your sins 

regardless of what the others do! 

 Now, it is important for you to recognize that 

repentance begins with godly sorrow. 2 Corinthians 

7:9-11 says, “Now I rejoice, not that you were made 

sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you 

were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might 

suffer loss from us in nothing. For godly sorrow 

produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be 

regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces 

death. For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed 

in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in 

you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, 

what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what 

vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be 

clear in this matter.” 

 True repentance is not just about 

experiencing some kind of sorrow. For instance, 

people can be sorry over the physical consequences 

their sin has brought about. Or, people can be sorry 

for just getting caught. But, these kinds of worldly 

sorrow result in death, not in true change. Instead, 

God wants you to truly experience sorrow for sinning 

against Him. This is the only kind of sorrow that will 

lead you to making true and lasting changes.  

 Those you have sinned against need to see 

that you have truly been impacted in this deep 

spiritual way. You will have a much more difficult 

time burying the hatchet with other people if they see 

that you are just sorry that you got caught. And, your 

changes will often be short-lived when they do not 

begin at this deep spiritual place. Instead, it is godly 

sorrow that produces the required diligence to make 

things right and really change! 

 Then, once you have experienced this kind of 

godly sorrow for sinning against God, you must 

repent. You cannot go on hurting other people by 

sinning against God and expect conflicts to be 

resolved. Instead, you need to wake up and recognize 

all the hurt you have caused God and other people 

and make real changes in your life. God has said, 

“Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but 

now commands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 

17:30). 

 Repentance is a recognition that what you 

have done is an abomination in God’s sight, a hatred 

for your sin, and a determination to live for God in 

the future. So, you can repent in an instant! You must 

simply make a sincere change in your mind to put 

away the sinful things you have done from your life 

and live according to God’s instructions in the future.  

 However, you also must recognize that the 

one you are seeking reconciliation with will also 

want to see “fruit” of your repentance. This is 

evidence of the change you have said that you made. 

Matthew 3:8 speaks of bearing “fruits worthy of 

repentance.” And, Acts 26:20 speaks of Paul 

preaching the gospel and telling people that they 

needed to “repent, turn to God, and do works 

befitting repentance.” Therefore, don’t expect people 

just to believe that you have made changes to your 

life. Show them you have changed by conducting 

yourself differently (in a way that God would 

approve)! 
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Confess your sin to others 

 Confession is a good and necessary element 

to moving beyond past conflicts. Repentance is a 

good and necessary thing, but no one will know that 

you have repented unless you tell them (although 

they should see your new works later). So, you 

should be in the practice of confessing your public 

sins. 

 Once again, consider James 5:16. “Confess 

your trespasses to one another, and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed. The effective, 

fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” I 

want you to recognize that there is some kind of 

confession of your sins to other people identified in 

this passage. So, it does have a place in your life. The 

only question is to consider the extent of your 

responsibility. 

 There is no evidence in the Scriptures that 

God expects you to confess all of the sins that you 

commit to other people. Instead, the only reasonable 

conclusion is that God requires you to confess the 

sins other people are aware of. So, it is “public sin.”   

 A “public sin” does not have to be a sin that 

many people know about you committing. Instead, a 

“public sin” includes any sin that another person 

knows that you have committed. Therefore, this is 

certainly applicable to any sin you have committed 

against another person and has resulted in conflict.  

 Now, a good “rule of thumb” to remember in 

confessing your public sin is that your confession 

should be as public as the sin. Therefore, as it applies 

to conflict, you should go to the person you have 

sinned against and humbly admit your sin, take 

responsibility for your harmful actions, accept the 

consequences, and ask for his/her forgiveness. 

Again, if you do not do this, how will the other 

person know that you are sorrowful over the sin you 

have committed and want to be forgiven of it?  

Forgiveness 

 An important part of your reconciliation with 

others involves offering forgiveness to others 

whenever they repent and confess their sin that has 

caused the conflict. Actually, if you fail to forgive 

those who have repented of and confessed their sin, 

you are in sin. Now, the continuation of the conflict 

is due to your sin rather than theirs.  

 Jesus taught the need to forgive others in 

Matthew 6:14-15 when He said, “For if you forgive 

men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses.” So, you will not be forgiven by God if 

you do not forgive others who repent. 

 This is illustrated in Matthew 18:21-35. 

Whenever one of Jesus’ apostles wanted to know 

how often he needed to forgive someone who sinned 

against him (asking if it was up to seven times), Jesus 

responded, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, 

but up to seventy times seven” (verse 22). The fact is 

that there is no arbitrary limit that is to be placed on 

offering forgiveness to others.  

 Instead, Jesus told him a story about a servant 

who was indebted to a king so much that he could 

never have repaid the debt. When he pleaded for 

mercy, the king forgave him of all his debt. Then, 

that forgiven servant went out and found one of his 

fellow servants who owed him a much smaller 

amount of money. Yet, when the fellow servant 

pleaded for mercy, he would not forgive him. Now, 

when the king found out about this conduct, he was 

furious and demanded that the servant he had 

forgiven be punished for his failure to show the same 

kind of mercy to another. 

 As this parable applies to the great 

forgiveness God has shown to each one of us, Jesus 

concludes by saying, “So My heavenly Father also 

will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses” (verse 35). In 

another place, Jesus said, “Take heed to yourselves. 

If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if 

he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you 

seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns 

to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.” 

(Luke 17:3-4). 

 Now, just as you must learn to forgive from 

God, you must also learn what it means to forgive by 

the way God forgives. Whenever God forgives you 

of your past sin, it is like a great and unpayable debt 

being entirely wiped away. It is not held against your 

charge any longer. And, so it must be for how you 
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forgive others. Although the sin may have caused 

great personal suffering, you must strive diligently 

not to hold the sin against the other any longer. 

How To Revive Broken 

Relationships 

 Now that the hatchets have been buried, 

never to be “dug up” again, you need to consider how 

to revive the relationships that have been broken for 

a period of time. Some of these relationships may 

have even been broken for a very long time. Still, 

more than just putting the past failures and conflicts 

to rest, you can also thrive in these relationships by 

applying Biblical instructions. 

Live as a peacemaker 

 Perhaps you had failed to make peace at one 

time in your life regarding a certain relationship. But, 

if you want to do your part in causing the once-

broken relationship to thrive, you must be a 

peacemaker. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God” 

(Matthew 5:9). Paul said, “If it is possible, as much 

as depends on you, live peaceably with all men” 

(Romans 12:18). 

 So, you must do your part in making peace. It 

is not enough to just not contribute to strife. Instead, 

you must actively work to contribute to peace. You 

do this by speaking peaceful things to others, by 

conducting yourself in ways that promote peace, by 

considering the others more significant than yourself, 

etc. 

Love 

 There is no substitute in building strong 

relationships for love. But, the kind of love God 

wants you to show is far more than just telling 

someone else you love him/her or experiencing fond 

feelings. Instead, you must conduct yourself 

according to 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. “Love suffers 

long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not 

parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave 

rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks 

no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in 

the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things.” 

 Carefully consider all of these things love 

does. We could easily go through all of these and 

demonstrate how the reverse of them leads to 

conflict. So, if you want to avoid conflict, it stands to 

reason that you must choose to love all people by 

conducting yourself in their best interests rather than 

your own. 

Be patient 

 One of those characteristics of love is that 

love suffers long and endures all things. So, love is 

not quick to “cut and run.” Instead, love bears 

through the difficult times and is willing to suffer 

wrongs that are brought on by another person in 

order to act in his/her best interest. For instance, 

Colossians 3:13 says, “bearing with one another, and 

forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 

against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you 

also must do.” 

 Now, we don’t like to think about allowing 

ourselves to suffer wrong from others. Instead, we 

are taught by the world that we should get even and 

be quick to cut people off who hurt us. Yet, that is 

not what the Bible teaches. For, Jesus taught the 

“turn the other cheek” principle in Matthew 5:38-42 

and sacrificing yourself in order to act in another 

person’s best interest – even when that person may 

have hurt you. 1 Corinthians 6 even teaches brothers 

and sisters in Christ not to take their disagreements 

before earthly judges, and to “accept wrong” and 

allow themselves to be cheated (verse 7). So, since 

we all sin, you will need to exercise patience through 

love toward all mankind. 

Walk together in unity 

 You must strive to live peaceably with all 

mankind (as we saw in Romans 12:18). There must 

not be anyone you are unwilling to get along with. 

Instead, you must try to be one (united) with 

everyone. But, this unity must be based on the truth 

of God’s word. Philippians 1:27 says, “Only let your 

conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear 
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of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with 

one mind striving together for the faith of the 

gospel.” So, you must allow God’s word to solve 

every question and guide every relationship that you 

have. 

 In walking together in unity with others, you 

also must recognize that there is room for individual 

judgments. Read Romans 14 and 15. There are 

matters that are of no consequence to God because 

He has authorized multiple actions/opinions and 

commanded none. In these matters of personal 

opinion, your commitment must still be to unity in 

what God has revealed! You must not think so highly 

of yourself that you disrupt unity by binding your 

opinions on others! 

Conclusion 

 Have you buried the hatchet with the people 

in your life? While I recognize that all your 

relationships are not just dependent on you, you must 

do everything you can to bury the hatchet and make 

peace with others (short of compromising the truth of 

the gospel of Christ). If you are contributing to 

division or conflict, you must recognize that God is 

not pleased with you and determine to bury the 

hatchet today! 

Study Questions  

What does the phrase “bury the hatchet” mean?  

 

 

1. Hatchets That Need Buried 

How is sin a “hatchet”? 

 

 

How are destructive words a “hatchet”? 

 

 

How is pride a “hatchet”? 

 

 

How is selfishness a “hatchet”? 

 

 

How is divisiveness a “hatchet”? 

 

 

2. How To Bury Hatchets 

How is prayer important in burying hatchets? 

 

 

How is seeking reconciliation important in burying 

hatchets? 

 

 

How is repentance important in burying hatchets? 

 

 

How is confession important in burying hatchets? 

 

 

How is forgiveness important in burying hatchets? 

 

 

3. How To Revive Broken Relationships 

Why is it important to live as a peacemaker? 

 

 

Why is it important to love? 
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Why is it important to be patient? 

 

 

Why is it important to walk together in unity? 

 

 


